-—

L

N

»

3 .’_"







A Concemplacive W

wrtres Lar
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Foreward by Rabart Farsd




Aovent is a season of “coming”, of preparation for birth:
birth of a Savior, birth of a new reality at the end of time...

Chartres 1s a cathedral of birth...which includes a relic,
the “cloth that Wary wore during the annunciation or Christ’s birth.”



W T Chartres Cathedral

IS X was built to be a model
Seiet v et B for the Mew Jerusalem
TETT T A T that would come down
oo et S =S out of heaven at the

end of time.
Revelation21:1+8 (see 3:12)

At Chartres Catheoral, Christ is often depicted as the
Judge at the end of time.

South & West rose windows & tympanums
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Aovent is a time that involves the interplay of dark and (ight...

...as 0oes the Chartres Cathedral,
ano its [abyrinth.
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»ut she was
much perplexed
by his words
and pondered
what sort
of greeting
this might be.

The Annunciation: West Wall,
ZLife of Christ Window, Chartres Cathedral






Q)‘

\ S - A\
\ g
N N /
J =
N 7\ /2 2 > -
v 7N
'i \ h\ 4 4 N ' N N
e, S ADRED X > X . AN
~ ' 4 Ar
&.{" ‘ 4 \»a \\ / N 7 N\ \ \ ‘.\‘
¢ — { : / ; 7 \__\ /
- y N\ Y \ . > N
b;: 4 \ N / /
~ : v 77NN \ .
al N Y d ’ /4 \
3 N Q -
. <0
- > N /
= -
~\ . A\ a ,\ i (o1 -
N N ¢ . W “ "
N "
. / .
- -
N N\ v X
N ageg ' 41 — -
// \ / N y L B
N\ A AN
N\ / N2 i NN/
N f /g
\ % - N : o
1{ L) : .
[ 4 4 f > ' -
4;—’ / e - .- - l " =
.
— < b‘
/4 o~
N / A\ i
~ \ ’

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”

The Annunciation: South Ambulatory, Otherwise Grisaille Window, Chartres Catheoral



The angel said to her,

“The Holy Spirit will come upon
vou, and the power of the Wost
High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born
will be holy;
he will be called Son of G0d.
And now, your relative €lizabeth
in her old age has also conceived
a son; ano this is the sixth month
for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with
600.”

The Annunciation: Upper Central €astern Window,
Chartres Cathedral




Then Mary said, “Here am 1, the servant of the Lord;
[et it be with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her. Luke 1:26-38

The Annunciation: South Ambulatory, Life of Wary Window, Chartres Cathedral



In response to the images and words you have just experienced,
what 1s stirring inside?
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Chartres Cathedral (abyprinth, looking from the north ambulatory.

If vou would [ike, turn to a person near to you and cach take one minute to share.
If vou would prefer, sit quictly by yourself and consider this.



Walk the ([abyrinth considering prayerfully,
“What strange thing might God be announcing to and/or asking of me?”

Annunciation details, Chartres Catheoral
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Adovent Stories & Labyrinth Experience
The Longing for the Reign of God

“The [abyrinth is one of the oldest of symbols; it
oepicts the way to the unknown center, the
mystery of death and rebirth, the risk of the
search, the danger of losing the way, the quest,
the finding and the ability to return. If we follow
the path of the [abyrinth from the floor of
Chartres Cathedral we can observe that in the
course of its tortuous evolution it not only
connects the periphery with the center...but
actually fills out and covers the total plane
surface of the circle; in striving for the center the
path integrates the total circle, the total field."

306730%.

Whitmonth, €oward € (1969), “Therapy’ in The Spmbolic Quest
(orinceton, 2J: Wrinceton University Wress): 291+310.
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Adovent Stories & Labyrinth €xperience
The Visitation
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And Mary said, “Wry soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has [ooked with favor
on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done
great things for me, and holy is his name. The Visitation: South Ambulatory, Life of Wary Window, Chartres Cathedral
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And Wary
remained
with her

about
three months
and then
returned
to her home.

The Visitation:
ZLife of Christ Window,
West Wall,
Chartres Cathedral



Walk around the [abyrinth (one or more times) in honor of Wary’s journey to €lizabeth.

When pou are ready, enter the ([abyrinth
with the question,
“Who 00 I need to seek out
50 that I can be more ready to 0o what Goo is asking of me?”






In the circle, one by one, [ef us make a simple gesture
that expresses where each of is in our journey right now.
If vou prefer not to share a personal gesture,

CrOSSs POUr Grms across your chest,
holding your experience close to pourself.




In the circle, one by one, [ef us make a simple gesture
that expresses where each of is in our journey right now.
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Adovent Stories & Labyrinth Experience
Closing 1orayer: The Journey Towards Bethlehem

Lord, 1 will trust you,
help me tojourneg begond the familiar

and into the unknown.

Give me the faith to leave old ways
and break fresh grouncﬂ with You.

Christ of the mysteries, can | trust You

to be stronger than each storm in me?

Dol sti” yearn For Your glorg

to lighten on me?

J wi” s]'low others tlﬁe care

You’ve given me.

| determine amidst all uncertain’cg

alwags to trust.

| choose to live begoncl regret,

ancl Ie’c You recreate my Ihce.

I believe You will make a way for me
and Proviclc for me,
if onlg | trust You
and obey.

b)

I will trust in the darkness and know

that my times are still in Your hand.
I will believe You for my Future,
chaPter bg chal:)ter,
until all the story is written.
Focus my mind and my heart upon You,
my attention alwags on You without

alteration.

Strcngthcn me with Your blcssings
ancl aPPoint to me thc task.

Teach me to live with eternitg N View.
Tune my spirit to the music of heaven.
Feed me,
ancl, somchow,

make m9 O}Z)CCliCﬂCC count 'FOT' You.

Brendan, in Celtic Daily Prayers from the

Northumbria Community Harper 2002.




Feel free to contact Jill with your thoughts and questions.

v

Jill.aeoffrion@thlalobal.org
www jillgeoffrion.com www.fhlalobal.org




