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anks to my mentors, 
colleagues, 

members of the  
labyrinth hospitality team  

in Chartres, 
and fellow pilgrims.



is workshop has been designed to  
inform, 
inspire, 

bathe you in the beauty of the cathedral and labyrinth, 
offer some surprises,  

and 
provide time for contemplation. 

It involves both visual presentations 
and your participation!



In groups of thee or four 
share your name  

and at least one thing  
related to you and Chartres.







Pilgrimage Ritual 

As we bow our heads,  
we remember that the first step  

on the path is humility. 

The second step, letting go,  
is symbolized by  

holding two fists out 
and opening them downward. 

The third step, receiving, 
is honored by turning the palms up  

in a gesture of openness. 

For the fourth step, both hands  
are placed over the heart. 

Together, we ask, 
May the path lead us Home. 

Created by:Cielle Tewksbury 
shared at a TLS Gathering in 1998, 

adapted by Jill









Diagram from Gordon Strachan,  
Chartres: Sacred Geometry, Sacred Space. 2003 

altered by Jill to correct labyrinth size & placement. 







Drawing by Lassus 



e Chartres Cathedral retains 152 of its original 186 original windows. 
It covers more than 8,530.18 feet of space (2,600 meters)!

e Stained Glass of Chartres Cathedral



3 Lancet (lower) windows  
to the west of the labyrinth 

1145-1155 

Labyrinth 1200-1220 

Windows (both lower and upper) 
around the labyrinth: 

1205-1210 

West rose window 
1215

Relevant Dates









Detail of  West Rose: the dead rising from grave at the of time when they would be judged



















https://www.andreasgursky.com/en/works/2007/kathedrale-1





















https://digital.library.pitt.edu/islandora/object/pitt:FCW044AP0301






























What connections 
do you perceive 

between 
the Good Samaritan  

story  
and your experience  

of walking  
the labyrinth?





emes from the windows that relate to labyrinth experience





Chartres Clerestory 
Window Above the 

Labyrinth



Pilgrimage



Pilgrims to Emmaus 
1212th century, Chartres





The French Camino (Le Chemin de Compostelle) at Chartres







What does it mean to you that the labyrinth is a place of pilgrimage?



Suffering and Reversals:  
twisting and turning on the labyrinthine journey 

of life





34 
turns

28 
180 

degrees 
turns
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Turns

6 
90 

degrees 
turns















Martyrdom of Thomas Beckett 
South Porch



Every turn a thinking place.



North of the Labyrinth: Story of St. Eustache [2nd Century Martyr]



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chartres_-_Vitrail_de_la_Vie_de_saint_Eustache_-2.jpg


Joseph Window



Life,  
death , 

and resurrection













Virgin in Majesty 
Mary Throne of Wisdom 
Theotokos: God-bearer



















Related imagery around the labyrinth







Feet in the stained glass  
visible from the labyrinth



God said to Moses, 
“Remove the sandals from your feet. 

for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 

Exodus 3:5









Eustace was named tofore his baptism Placidus, which is as much as to say as pleasant to God.  

And Eustace is said of eu, that is to say, good, and statics, that is, fortune, therefore Eustace is, as it were, 
good fortune. He was pleasant to God in his conversation, and after, he held him in good works.

https://www.christianiconography.info/goldenLegend/eustace.htm

Voragine’s etymology for the names Placidus and Eustache



Illustration suggested by Bulteau, 1901, not historical

Challine, 17th century historian & 
Flainville, an 18th-century writer, as well 
as the Mayor of Chartres when the 
plaque was removed from the center of 
the labyrinth affirm a depiction of 
Theseus & the Minotaur.







A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, he spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

Wisdom

Understanding

Counsel

Might

Knowledge

Fear of the Lord

Isaiah 11:1-3
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Might
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Respect 
of the  
Holy

Jesus

Window in the north clerestory 
above the labyrinth 

1210-1215

Window to the west of the  
labyrinth (1145-1155)







Mary broach Jesse window







What stained glass window would you like to create 
to shed light on the experience 

of walking the labyrinth?



What questions come  
to mind and heart?



15% discount for TLS Members. Use code TLS2CHARTRES when you register by December 31.
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Labyrinth resources: labyrinthprayer.com 
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